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DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH 
AND WELFARE 

STATE OF IDAHO 
i 

DIVISION OF ENVIRONMENT 
2110 Ironwood Parkway 
Coeur d'Alene, Idaho 83814 
(208) 667-3524 

October 28, 1988 

CERTIFIED MAIL: P 465 899 176 

James Hall, Division Engineer 
Federal Highway Administration 
Western Direct Federal Division 
610 E. 5th Street 
Vancouver, WA 98661 

RE: Petroleum Contamination of Property 
near Avery, Idaho 

Dear Mr. Hall: 

It is our understanding that you are the responsible engineer for the 
construction of Highway 50 near Avery, Idaho. Petroleum contamination has 
been found in sections 15 and 16, R5E, T45N, in the flats on the north side of 
the St. Joe River. The contamination appears to be diesel fuel which 
originated form a former train fueling operation on the site. At present, 
petroleum product is seeping into the St. Joe River. Preliminary examination 
suggests that subsurface contamination below the highway right-of-way is 
likely. 

We are contacting concerned property owners, end we wish each to be 
involved to make this a coordinated cleanup effort. We request that you 
contact this office by November 9, 1988, to discuss the issue. We plan to have 
a meeting in the near future with the property owners to discuss cleanup of 
the site. 

EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER 
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Your cooperation is greatly appreciated. 

Sincerely, 

DIVISION OF ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY 

Stepnen A. Breithaupt 
Senior Water Quality Specialist 

SAB.-db 

cc: Larry Koenig, IDHW-DEQ, Boise 
Joe Baldwin, IDHW-DEQ, Boise 


